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You’re invited to participate in the 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association’s 

ELECTRICAL SAFETY POSTER CONTEST

CALLING ALL 
THIRD-GRADERS:

Submit an original poster supporting electrical safety to Eau Claire 
Energy Cooperative by May 31, 2022, for a chance to win a $25 gift 
card! The top three posters will be entered into the statewide poster 
contest for a chance to win one of three great prizes:

1st place – Chromebook
2nd place – $100 Gift Card
3rd place – $75 Gift Card

Posters should be at least 
8.5x11 inches, but no 
larger than 11x14 inches.

Entries must include 
completed entry form and 
student’s name on the 
back of the poster.

Contact your local 
electric cooperative or 
go to www.weca.coop for 
registration forms.Submit posters to Eau Claire Energy Cooperative, PO Box 368, Fall Creek, WI 54742 by 4 p.m. on May 31.

Eau Claire Energy’s Youth 
Ambassadors enjoyed the warmer 

temperatures while they were treated to a 
behind-the-scenes look at Down to Earth 
Garden Center courtesy of owner Ben 
Polzin. With the warm weather, Ben and 
his crew were busy getting greenhouses 
ready for the busy spring season. The 

students enjoyed learning about the 
variety of plants Down to Earth cares for, 
and how some of the greenhouses are 
heated with geothermal heat. 
 In April, the Youth Ambassadors did 
a pet supply drive to support Eau Claire 
County Humane Association. Donations 
were collected at Altoona High School, 

TOUR DOWN TO EARTH
Fall Creek High School, and Eau Claire 
Energy Cooperative.
 Interested in becoming part of 
ECEC’s Youth Ambassador program? 
Apply on our website at www.ecec.com/
community/youth/youth_ambassadors 
or call our office at 715-832-1603 to get 
more information!
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Change is in the air at 
Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative! As many of 

you may have heard, the current 
Chief Executive Officer, Mr. 
Lynn Thompson, announced his 
retirement effective May 1, 2022, 
after 30+ years of service to the 
cooperative. Thompson began 
his career at ECEC in 1991 as 
the office manager/chief financial 
officer. In his tenure, he spent 18 
years as the chief financial officer 

before becoming CEO in 2009, succeeding John Luehrsen. 
 As the CEO at Eau Claire Energy Cooperative, Lynn 
has seen us through many phases of change in technology, 
opportunity, and growth as an industry. We have shifted from 
a focus in coal power to renewable energy, pioneered in the 
beneficial electrification frontier, and grew an understanding 
to the future possibilities and challenges that the electric utility 
industry will face. Lynn’s dedication to the cooperative and its 
members has been unprecedented. He has served with loyal 
leadership and outstanding devotion and will be greatly missed 
by the board of directors, employees, and members of ECEC. 
 Lynn said, “I will miss the family dynamic of working for 
the cooperative but I will still be able to enjoy the cooperative 
difference as a member.” He plans to spend his retirement 
golfing, hunting, fishing, and traveling with his wife, 
Teresa, as well as spending more time with his grandsons. 
Congratulations on your retirement, Lynn!
 With change comes new opportunity! Lynn’s successor 
comes from within the Eau Claire Energy Cooperative family. 

Monica Obrycki was named the 
next Chief Executive Officer at 
Eau Claire Energy Cooperative 
effective May 1, 2022. Monica 
started at Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative in 2013 and has 
been the chief administrative 
officer for the last four years. 
She has displayed devotion and 
vision to our membership in her 
nine years with the cooperative 
and we look forward to many 
more with her in her new role. 
 The board of directors stated upon appointment, “Monica 
has displayed her passion for serving the membership. 
The board has come to appreciate Monica’s dedication to 
enhancing the culture of safety, excellence and value that 
exists at Eau Claire Energy.” 
 Monica looks forward to her new role, stating that she is 
excited to take on a more strategic role in the cooperative. 
She is looking forward to continuing ECEC’s role as a trusted 
energy advisor in our community. Monica stated, “We have a 
great team at ECEC. I’m excited for opportunity and challenge 
as we encounter new energy trends and ideas. However, what 
doesn’t change, and will never change, is our commitment to 
bringing safe and reliable electricity to our members.”
 Monica grew up near Ashland, Wisconsin, and is married 
to her college sweetheart, Travis. They have two children, 
Payton and Molly. Payton is a sophmore at the University of 
Wisconsin and Molly is a junior in high school. Please join 
us in saying thank you and farewell to Lynn and extending a 
warm welcome to Monica!  

FAREWELL LYNN THOMPSON,
HELLO MONICA OBRYCKI

Lynn Thompson Monica Obrycki

Lynn and Teresa Thompson with their grandsons. Monica Obrycki wih her family.
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Eau Claire Energy Cooperative 
resumed in-person annual 
meeting this year after a two-

year COVID hiatus. In 2020, after 
much consideration, the annual meeting 
was cancelled for the safety of our 
members, staff, and directors. In 2021, 
the annual meeting resumed in a 
virtual manner, allowing members to 
log in to hear the business reports and 
presentation from board candidates. 
 Finally, this year we were back! 
Members, directors, and staff gathered 
at The Florian Gardens on March 15 
to vote for directors, honor scholarship 
recipients, and answer member 
questions in a public forum. It was 
nice to see everyone in person and 
have the interaction with members 
again. Thank you to our members and 
staff for making this year’s meeting so 
successful!

85TH ANNUAL MEETING 
WAS BACK IN PERSON

Election Results

 District #3, previously held by 
Michael Schummer, was won by 
Curtiss Williams. Schummer chose to 
retire from the board after 15 years of 
service. Curtiss ran against John Zmuda 
and won with 97 votes to Zmuda’s 64. 
District #7, which had been held by 

Andrew Bourget was won by Andrew. 
Andrew ran against Jeffrey White and 
won with 130 votes to White’s 25. 
District #9 had been held by Clarence 
Boettcher. He ran uncontested and won 
with all 155 votes. Congratulations to 
Curtiss Williams, Andrew Bourget, and 
Clarence Boettcher.

Curtiss Williams Andrew Bourget Clarence Boettcher

More annual meeting coverage on the following two pages....
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Board Organizational Meeting

Judith Anibas,
Secretary-Treasurer

Andrew Bourget, 
Vice Chair

Clarence Boettcher, 
Chair

According to Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative’s bylaws, outlined by 
the membership, the board holds 
an organizational meeting each 
year following board election at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting. The 
board uses this meeting to elect its 
officers. The results of that meeting 
held on March 30, 2022 are as 
follows:

Right: Tellers collect 
the members’ votes.

 
Below left: 

Dave Okas wins 
Cooperative 
Concern for 

Community award.
 

Below right: 
Members 

registering for the 
meeting.
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Cash Prize Winners

 Each year, Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative provides a few lucky 
members in attendance at the 
cooperative’s annual meeting a chance 
to win $100 cash! This year, ten 

voting members were selected by 
drawing to win.  Congratulations 
to the following Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative members: Gerald Oster, 
Cathy Clausen, Herbert Heath, Carol 

Sessions, Marjorie Roach, Randy 
Sands, Alan Westphal, Charles Falch 
(Falch’s Acres), Angela and Troy 
Rahl, and Mary Davison. Don’t 
spend it all in one place!
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Each year, Eau Claire Energy awards scholarships to member-students who 
live in our service territory. This year ECEC, awarded seventeen $1,000 
scholarships. To apply for a scholarship from Eau Claire Energy Cooperative 

in the future, watch this magazine, our website, and our social media posts for 
further information. Typically, the cooperative opens scholarship opportunities in 
the fall of each year.

Not pictured: Benjamin Weltzien – CVTC Electric Power Distribution Program 

No applications were received from Stanley-Boyd High School or 
any home-schooling associations.

2022 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Dyllan Bauer 
Altoona High School

Grace Clark 
Eleva-Strum High School

William King
 Elk Mound High School

Alexis Dubiel 
Fall Creek High School

Jonathan Fischer 
McDonell Central High School

Megan Wertz 
Mondovi High School

Isabel Rahl 
Osseo-Fairchild High School

Congratulations
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Nathan Stanek 
Augusta High School

Gavin Tegels 
Cadott High School

Kiersten Sedlacek 
Chippewa Falls High School

Molly Hower 
Eau Claire Memorial High School

Morgan Gilbert 
Eau Claire North High School

Annie Oster 
Immanuel Lutheran High School

Riley Kostka 
Regis High School

Joselyn Fedie 
Chippewa Valley Technical College

Dylan Sorenson 
University of Wisconsin – Eau Claire



Monica Obrycki, Chief Executive Officer

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

8214 Hwy 12, P.O. Box 368, Fall Creek, WI 54742-0368
www.ecec.com
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Mon–Fri
Non-emergencies: 715-832-1603
Emergencies & outages: Toll FREE 800-927-5090 
 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Diggers Hotline: 811 or 1-800-242-8511
 Call 3 working days before you dig.

Taylor Skibba, Marketing and 
Communications Coordinator
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District 1: 
Thomas W. Schwartz

District 2: 
Michael Golat

District 3: 
Curtiss Williams

District 4: 
Judith A. Anibas,

Secretary-Treasurer

District 5: 
Joseph Becker

ECEC DIRECTOR DISTRICTS

District 7: 
Andrew H. Bourget,

Vice Chair

District 9: 
Clarence L. Boettcher,

Chair of the Board
& Cooperative Vice President 

District 6: 
Frank Neibauer

District 8: 
Jeffrey S. Frieburg

Eau Claire Energy Cooperative’s office will be closed Monday, May 30, for Memorial Day


