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YOUR ELECTRIC
RATES ARE

DECREASING!

Recycle your holiday
string lights here –

FREE!

January 7, 2022 deadline

Drop off your
dud holiday light
strings at ECEC
headquarters at
8214 Hwy. 12,
Fall Creek, and
we’ll get them
recycled for you.

Please have a safe and
joyous holiday season!

Merry
Christmas and
Happy New Year!
From our co-op family to yours,
wishing you a happy holiday season
and a joyous New Year.
EAU CLAIRE ENERGY COOPERATIVE will be closed
Dec. 24 and 27 for Christmas, and Dec. 31 for
New Year’s.

www.ecec.com

PLUGGED IN

YOUR ELECTRIC
RATES ARE

DECREASING!

MY CO-OP

That’s the cooperative difference

Y

ou are a member of an electric cooperative,
which means when the cooperative does
well, you do well. In October, over $890,000
was returned to the membership in the form of
capital credits. And, we have more good news to
share! During a time when we are bombarded with
the rising costs in transportation, housing, and
even groceries, beginning in January, Eau Claire
Energy Cooperative is thrilled to return money to
our members in the form of a rate decrease! Rates
are being lowered and the average member can
expect their energy bill to go down.

How can the cooperative afford to charge less?

The board of directors and employees of the cooperative
work hard to be excellent stewards of our members’ money.
We are continuously looking for ways to create value and
decrease expenses in a thoughtful way. We do these things
all while keeping in mind the importance of maintaining
a safe and reliable system. This is nothing new; our rates
have been flat for the last five years.

Another reason the cooperative can decrease rates is
because of the sustained growth we’ve had in our service
territory. Residential and commercial growth increases sales
and is a win for everyone. While our system is still very
rural compared to our city neighbors, ECEC is connecting
more homes and businesses than ever before.

When will members see the impact?

The rate change will be effective on January 1, 2022.
You should notice the change on your energy bill when you
receive it in early February.

How much will my bill decrease?

The average member can expect to see a 2.5% decrease,
or nearly $50 annually. In total, our members will save over
$500,000 dollars per year on their energy bills.
Eau Claire Energy Cooperative is proud to power our
community with safe, reliable, and affordable electricity.
The details regarding the rate change will be mailed with
your December bills and more information can be found on
our website, www.ecec.com, or by calling the office.
www.ecec.com
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The scene is beautiful and romantic. A young couple embarks on
a horse drawn carriage through a magical wood. They come upon
a log cabin set next to a creek. The deck of the cabin has a pretty
little chapel complete with a bell tower and lights, and flowers
decorate the location inside and out.
Guests arrive and the couple is
married on a sunny afternoon. This
is not a fairytale. This is the scene at
Cabin Ridge Rides in Cadott.

CABIN RIDGE RIDES

Horse-drawn rides, bonfires, parties and more

E

complex complete with large decks and
au Claire Energy Cooperative
rooms of varying sizes. Gilles describes
sat down with owner and
their cabin in the woods as an event
founder Judy Gilles to chat about
center and nature retreat.
this unique member business. Gilles
“We’ve had everything from
explained how she and her late husband,
Rusty, started a meat processing business elopements and yoga retreats to family
reunions and church group
in the mid-1970s called
gatherings,” she said.
Chuck Wagon Meats.
For more information visit:
Gilles reflected on the
It started as full-service
www.cabinridgerides.com
time
when the cabins were
meat processing, but the
715-723-9537
being built: “Rusty would
market changes had them
considering other business
call up our friends and say,
‘Are you busy?’ and friends would come
ventures. They still process venison
for the weekend to help build the cabins,
under Chuck Wagon Meats, but in 1986
clear the trees for lumber and help in so
the couple started Cabin Ridge Rides.
many ways.”
Guests can take a horse-drawn ride
It was a true labor of love. Now their
through over 400 acres of land. There are
son, Mark, is also a big part of both
trails with pretty views and stops along
businesses and between the two of them,
the way that are perfect for a bonfire.
they stay plenty busy.
Nestled in the woods is a wooden cabin
When asked about her favorite part
of this family business, she said, “It’s a
great place for all ages. We have guests
from newborns to 107 years of age!” She
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Cabin Ridge Rides owner Judy Gilles

loves helping families coordinate happy
occasions and seeing their land used in a
joyous way.
Dates are filling up already for
2022, but if you’re looking for a unique
location to hold a special event, Cabin
Ridge Rides may be a great place for
you.

MY CO-OP

PLUGGED IN

Cabin Ridge Rides offers a perfect setting for a wedding in the woods. The facility also hosts reunions, retreats, and other gatherings.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
READIES DIRECTOR ELECTION
SEEKING NOMINATIONS FOR
CONCERN FOR COMMUNITY AWARD
Do you know an Eau Claire Energy Cooperative member
who has gone above and beyond to help others? Have they
made a difference in the community through local service
projects, non-profit organizations, or other local events?
Nominate a cooperative member for the annual Concern for
Community Award by February 15, 2022. The nomination
form is available on our website at www.ecec.com under the
“Community” tab. The award recipient will be honored at our
85th Annual Meeting on March 15, 2022.

Thank you to the three cooperative members who
are serving on the Nominating Committee for the
2022 Director Election:
District 3 – Jeanne Chromey
District 7 – Anne Volbrecht
District 9 – Dean Solie
All ECEC members will have an opportunity to
vote in the director election at the 85th Annual
Meeting on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, or by absentee
ballot. Watch future issues of this magazine and
our website for more information on the upcoming
election and the process of voting.

www.ecec.com December 2021
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Holiday Tips

for an Energy-Wise Home

W

timer, you can easily program when you want your holiday
hether you’ve already decked your halls or
lights turned on and off, which will save you time, money,
you’re just getting started, there’s still time to
and energy. If you’re using a timer for exterior lighting,
incorporate energy savings into your holiday
make sure it’s weatherproof and intended for outdoor use.
décor planning.
If Clark Griswold’s décor style is a bit much for your
If you haven’t strung your twinkle lights, be sure to use
taste, consider a more natural approach.
LED light strands. LEDs consume
Many Christmas tree farms, and even
far less energy than incandescent
retailers, give away greenery clippings
lights and they can last 40 holiday
from recently trimmed trees. With a
seasons. They’re also safer because
little twine, extra ornaments, and sparkly
they’re made with epoxy lenses, not
ribbon, you can create beautiful garlands
glass, making them more resistant
and wreaths to hang over your front door
to breaking––and they’re cool to the
or windows.
touch, so no burnt fingers!
Finally, if you find that your old
If you missed Santa’s memo about
holiday lights are duds, we recycle
energy-saving LEDs and your holiday
them for free! Drop them off at our
lights are already up, you can still
headquarters at 8214 Highway 12, Fall
save on lighting costs. All you need
Creek before January 7, 2022. Then
is a programmable light timer. Most
while you’re here, ask for Member
models cost between $10 to $25 and
If you prefer a more natural approach
Services and we can chat about more
can be purchased through your local
to your holiday décor, consider
energy efficiency ideas.
hardware store or larger stores like
making a simple wreath or garland
Menards or Walmart. With a light
for the exterior of your home.
By Eric Muller, Energy Advisor

8214 Hwy 12, P.O. Box 368, Fall Creek, WI 54742-0368
www.ecec.com
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

Lynn E. Thompson, President/CEO
Monica Obrycki, Chief Administrative Officer
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Office Hours: 7:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Mon–Fri
Non-emergencies: 715-832-1603
Emergencies & outages: Toll FREE 800-927-5090
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Diggers Hotline: 811 or 1-800-242-8511
Call 3 working days before you dig.

Last call for 2021 Energy Efficiency Incentives

M

embers have earned thousands of dollars in energy efficiency incentives
through Eau Claire Energy Cooperative and Focus on Energy. The year 2021
should be no different. We want to help you control your energy costs by helping
you make your home as energy efficient as possible…and help you cash in on the
incentives.
Check out these incentives available in 2021. Further information is available at
www.ecec.com or by calling us at 715-832-1603.

Incentives available directly through Eau Claire Energy Cooperative include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Electric Vehicle Charging
Energy Star Appliances
Geothermal Heat Pumps
Air-Source Heat Pumps
Lighting
Home Performance Evaluations & Improvements (Existing Homes)
Touchstone Energy Home Program (New Homes)
Electric Water Heaters
Commercial & Industrial Equipment
Agricultural Equipment
And, more!

Through our partnership with Focus on Energy,
you also have access to many of the incentives they offer!
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Home Energy Assessments (Existing Homes)
New Home Certification
Heating & Cooling
Renewable Energy
• Solar Electric (PV)
• Geothermal Heat Pumps
Smart Thermostats
Free Products for the asking!
• Lighting
• Showerheads
• Faucet Aerators
• And, more!
Local Retail Discounts
Commercial & Industrial Equipment
Agricultural Equipment

2021 INCENTIVE
APPLICATIONS
ARE DUE BY
DECEMBER 27,
2021

