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ELECTRICAL SAFETY POSTER CONTEST
Congratulations to the winners of Eau Claire Energy Cooperative’s Electrical Safety
Poster Contest. We had over 60 posters submitted and there were so many great
ones! Sponsored by the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA) and
Eau Claire Energy Cooperative (ECEC), third-graders submitted original posters
for a local contest. The top three posters from ECEC were then sent to WECA and
entered in the statewide competition. Local winners received $25 gift cards!

On the cover: Pictured with their posters are the four local winners: Eva K., Haddie D., Karson P., and Kenadi C.

SOLAR SHEEP
RETURN FOR
SIXTH YEAR

For the sixth year, Lambalot Acres sheep arrived to graze and “mow”
the lawn in the MemberSolar community solar array. This particular
bunch enjoys lounging in the shade under the panels when they
are not munching. ECEC employees and the Klindworth family will
monitor the sheep throughout the summer. We hope to attract some
tour groups and kid field trips to visit the solar sheep!

PLUGGED IN
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

N

ow that summer is in full swing,
like many of you, we welcome
more opportunities to be
outdoors and enjoy the warmer weather.
Summertime brings some of our favorite
activities like cooking out with family
and friends, afternoons on the water, and
simply slowing down a bit to enjoy life.
But summer months also make
conditions right for dangerous storms.
These potential weather events can cause
destruction to our electrical system, but
we want you to know that Eau Claire

Energy Cooperative crews are ready and
standing by to respond should power
outages occur in our area.
When major storms knock out power,
our lineworkers take all necessary
precautions before they get to work on
any downed lines. We encourage you to
also practice safety and preparedness to
protect your family during major storms
and outages.

In the event of a prolonged power
outage, turn off major appliances,
TVs, computers, and other sensitive
electronics. This will help avert
damage from a lightning strike, prevent
overloading the circuits during power
restoration, and reduce the chance of an
inrush power surge when the lines are
re-energized. That said, do leave one
light on so you will know when power
is restored. If you plan to use a small
generator, make sure it’s rated to handle
the amount of power you will need,
and always review
the manufacturer’s
instructions to
operate it safely.
Listen to
local news or a
NOAA Weather
Radio for storm
and emergency
information, and
check ECEC’s
Facebook page or
website for power
restoration updates.
During and after
the storm, stay
away from downed
power lines and avoid walking through
flooded areas where power lines could
be submerged. Allow ample room for
our crews to safely perform their jobs,
including on your property.
Advance planning for severe storms
or other emergencies can reduce stress
and anxiety caused by the weather event
and can lessen the impact of the storm’s
effects.

At ECEC, we hope we don’t
experience severe storms this summer,
but we can never predict Mother
Nature’s plans. We promise to be
prepared and ready to respond when
outages occur and recommend that you
do the same. From our co-op family
to yours, we hope you have a safe and
wonderful summer.
The Federal Emergency
Management Agency recommends
the items below as a starting point
for storm and disaster preparedness,
but you can visit www.ready.gov for
additional resources.

MY CO-OP

WE’RE READY FOR
SUMMER STORMS.
ARE YOU?

• Stock your pantry with a threeday supply of non-perishable
food.
• Confirm that you have adequate
sanitation and hygiene supplies
including towelettes, soap, and
hand sanitizer.
• Ensure your First Aid kit is
stocked with pain relievers,
bandages, and other medical
essentials, and make sure your
prescriptions are current.
• Set aside basic household
items you will need, including
flashlights, batteries, a manual
can opener, and a portable,
battery-powered radio or TV.
• Organize emergency supplies so
they are easily accessible in one
location.
www.ecec.com
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A

short drive from the cooperative
headquarters is a growing member
business. Eau Claire Energy Cooperative visited with
Ted Pretasky, owner and founder of Accent Paint Store
& Accent Finishing. Following a warm welcome from smiling
staff, the interview and tour with Pretasky made it easy to
see that Accent lives up to their mission—to make a profit
and have fun by selling and applying finishing products.

FAITH, FUN AND FINISHING

S

Accent Paint Store & Finishing

tepping into the front door, your
eyes are drawn to the huge shark
hanging from the store ceiling,
other fish on the walls, and staff and
family photos scattered throughout.
There are also buckets of paint and finish,
colorful swatches, painting tools and
equipment, and offices along the back
wall. The fish are a tribute to the owner’s
favorite hobby of saltwater fishing, but
this area of the building is only a fraction
of the business and activity. A large
shop behind the store has been added
on to several times in the past 16 years.

Owner Ted Pretasky (left) with
longtime employee Trent Davis.
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Pretasky talked us through the history.
Operating out of their home
basement, Ted Pretasky soon found that
projects were outgrowing their space.
His wife, Anne, shared that though she
appreciated family time, sharing space
with paint fumes was not going to work
for the long-term.
In 2005, as fortune and faith would
have it, Pretasky was hired to remodel
and finish the space on Highway 12
because the tenant was not returning.
A colleague suggested that it may be a
good spot for Pretasky’s business, and

Accent Finishing found a new home.
Accent’s focus on quality work and
excellent customer service resulted in
more and more referrals and expanded
services. Employees were added one
by one and now with a staff of 20,
Accent provides a whole list of services
including interior, exterior painting and
staining, custom cabinet painting and
staining, color consulting, stucco and
EIFS (exterior insulation and finish
system). After chatting in the store,
Pretasky led us through various sections
of the shop.

PLUGGED IN

The workspace was a flurry
of activity—pallets of paint being
unloaded, trim getting a coat of stain
in the spray booth, employees carrying
freshly painted doors and hanging them
to dry, and inventory being moved
about. As we watched Kaylee spraying
stain, Pretasky nodded to the booth and
explained that this is where the bulk of
their electricity usage happens. The fans

“We’re really excited about
this new line. You won’t find
these colors anywhere else.”

certification. Certified by SCS Global
Services—an international leader
in third-party environmental and
sustainability certifications—this highquality paint is environmentally friendly.
As we made our way back to the
store, Pretasky shared that he is fortunate
to have a great team of employees who
contribute to the company’s success. He
called out a few—Loren Roth, his “right
hand,” and Trent Davis, who has been
with the organization for over a decade.

Pretasky proudly shared that his children
have all worked at Accent and his son,
Noah, has an interest in taking over the
business sometime in the future.
As we wrapped up our conversation,
we didn’t need the photos or mission on
the wall to see that Ted Pretasky takes
pride in his work, relies on his faith, and
cares about the people who make Accent
Paint a success!

6800 Highway 12 East
Hours are Monday – Friday
7 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. – Noon
715-830-5002
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Left: Resident sharks preside over the store
front. Above: The color station is digital
and interactive.

—Ted Pretasky, Owner
and motors use electricity to ventilate the
booth; reliable electricity is an important
component to their work.
Plans are underway for a new
addition to the work area, the fifth addon in 16 years! This addition will make
space for a new line of high-quality paint
by Kelly-Moore Paint.
“We’re really excited about this new
line,” Pretasky explained. “Kelly-Moore
is the largest privately owned paint
manufacturer in the United States and
the colors in this paint are phenomenal.
You won’t find these colors anywhere
else!”
Another special feature about
Kelly-Moore paint is its green product

Kaylee spraying stain
in the spray booth.
www.ecec.com July 2021
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YOUTH AMBASSADORS GRADUATE

Y

outh Ambassadors wrapped up the 2020–21 year
with a graduation lunch at the Five and Two Café in
Eau Claire. In total, eight local seniors graduated from
the Youth Ambassadors program having left their mark
in several ways. The year started with a new program
coordinator, virtual meetings, and a lot of uncertainty.
By the end, the students were able to have in-person
meetings, complete a volunteer day at Beaver Creek
Reserve, and learn about topics ranging from renewable
energies such as geothermal and solar to electric vehicles
and even raising exotic animals in the Chippewa Valley.
It was another successful year for ECEC’s Youth
Ambassador Program! Congratulations to Shay, Iris,
Shaylee, Kaden, Nick, Ellie, Amanda, and Jordan!

2021 ECEC Youth Ambassador graduates: Shay, Iris, Shaylee, and
Kaden. Not pictured: Nick, Ellie, Amanda, and Jordan.

Lineworker Beau explains the mechanics of transformers to the crowd of tow truck
drivers.

LIVE LINE SAFETY DEMONSTRATION

T

Milt shows what happens when a rope
touches an energized line.

he safety of our employees, members, and the community is our top
priority. Part of our safety efforts includes educating the public on electric
line safety. In May, Eau Claire Energy Cooperative staff performed electrical
safety and hotline demonstrations for members of the Eau Claire Towing
Association. Oftentimes, tow truck drivers are early on the scene of vehicle
accidents and it is critical that they understand the dangers of working around
energized power lines. About 50 people attended the two presentations.
Providing training to this group not only educates them but helps build
relationships for better communication and understanding between tow truck
responders and utility responders.

8214 Hwy 12, P.O. Box 368, Fall Creek, WI 54742-0368
www.ecec.com
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

Lynn E. Thompson, President/CEO
Monica Obrycki, Chief Administrative Officer
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Office Hours: 7:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Mon–Fri
Non-emergencies: 715-832-1603
Emergencies & outages: Toll FREE 800-927-5090
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Diggers Hotline: 811 or 1-800-242-8511
Call 3 working days before you dig.

When each member conserves
electricity, we all win. Shift nonessential electricity use to before 11
a.m. or after 7 p.m., Monday–Friday
this summer. A small shift reaps
savings for you … and our entire
cooperative family.
l Turn the dial on your washing machine

to the cold-water setting.

l Let clothes hang to dry or turn on the

dryer before 11 a.m. or after 7 p.m.

l Charge electric vehicles overnight.
l Set the water heater to 120 degrees.
l Wash dishes in an ENERGY STAR®

dishwasher instead of by hand. This can
save a home $111 per year.

l Set up a schedule for your smart

thermostat and smart lighting options,
ensuring a minimal amount of energy is
used between 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Did you know Farm Technology Days started to show
farmers how to use electricity on their farms? Come see
how far we’ve come at 2021 Farm Tech Days Eau Claire!

THE FUTURE OF FARMING IS HERE!

EAU CLAIRE COUNTY

JULY 20-22

9:00am-4:00pm • HUNTSINGER FARMS

Buy your ticket online and beat the line!

www.wifarmtechdays.org

facebook.com/FarmTechnologyDays2021 • instagram.com/wiftd2021

